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In Washington, few words carry as much weight as "K Street.” Say it to
anyone who works in or around federal policy, and they'll immediately
understand the reference — not just a street, but shorthand for an
entire ecosystem of power, influence, and commerce that has shaped
American governance for decades. But how did K Street history in
Washington DC earn such an outsized reputation? And what does it
mean for your business to have an address here today?

The answer is rooted in geography, in the evolution of the American
federal government, and in more than a century of deliberate choices
by the lawyers, lobbyists, consultants, and entrepreneurs who
understood that in Washington, where you work is part of who you
are.
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From Residential Boulevard to Business
Corridor

K Street runs east-west across the heart of Northwest Washington,
stretching from Georgetown through downtown to Union Station. In its
early history, K Street was a residential boulevard lined with
townhomes, church spires, and the occasional carriage house. As
Washington grew into a true capital city in the late 19th and early
20th centuries, K Street gradually transformed from a quiet
neighborhood street into a commercial hub.

The shift accelerated after World War Il. Washington's role as the
center of the free world's largest federal bureaucracy expanded
dramatically — agencies multiplied, regulatory frameworks grew, and
with them came an entire industry of professionals whose work
revolved around navigating, and influencing, the machinery of
government. Law firms, public relations agencies, and the lobbying
shops that would eventually define K Street's identity in popular
culture all chose to plant their flags along this corridor.

The reasons were practical as much as symbolic. K Street sits at the
geographic heart of the District's Central Business District, equidistant
from the White House to the south and the commercial core of
downtown to the north. For professionals who needed to be close to
federal agencies, congressional offices, and the courts, K Street was
simply the most logical place to be.

The Rise of "K Street" as a Political
Shorthand

By the 1970s and 1980s, K Street had become synonymous with a
particular kind of Washington insider. The K Street corridor —



loosely defined as the stretch of K Street NW and its immediate
surroundings — housed some of the city's most influential law firms,
think tanks, trade associations, and advocacy organizations.

Policy shops and foreign government representatives converged on
the same few blocks. The proximity to the White House (literally one
block to the south at several K Street addresses), the Treasury
Department, the State Department, and the corridors of federal power
made K Street not just convenient but essential for anyone operating
at the intersection of business and government.

The phrase "K Street" entered the American political lexicon as
shorthand for the influence industry itself. When politicians reference
"K Street pressure" or journalists write about "K Street money,"
they're invoking this geography and everything it represents:
professional expertise, institutional knowledge, and proximity to the
levers of government. It's a reputation that took decades to build —
and one that continues to shape how Washington works.

1629 K Street NW: Where Position Meets
Proximity

Not all K Street addresses are created equal. Within this corridor,
location still matters. 1629 K Street NW sits at a particularly
significant position: one block north of the White House, at the center
of the District's Central Business District, and steps from the Farragut
North Metro station (Red Line) as well as Farragut West (Blue, Orange,
and Silver Lines). For clients, colleagues, and counterparts coming
from Capitol Hill, Northern Virginia, or Maryland, the address is a
central, accessible landmark.

This is the address OSI| Offices has called home since 1981 — when C.
Jack Pearce, a former Department of Justice antitrust attorney and
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White House Office of Consumer Affairs alumnus, founded Washington
Office, Inc. at this location. Pearce understood, from his own
government career, what it meant to operate from this address. It
wasn't vanity. It was strategic positioning.

Over the next four-plus decades, that address would serve hundreds
of professionals: solo attorneys building credible practices, therapists
establishing credentials for insurance panels, government contractors
seeking the legitimacy of a verifiable DC office, and startups
projecting the gravitas of an established Washington presence.

Why a K Street Address Still Matters for

Your Business

In an era of remote work and distributed teams, it might seem like a
physical address should matter less. But in Washington DC — and
especially for client-facing professionals — a prestigious address
carries as much weight as it ever has. Here's why:

* Proximity to decision-makers. For attorneys, government
contractors, consultants, and policy advocates, operating close to
the agencies, courts, and institutions that matter is a practical
advantage, not merely a perception play.

* Professional credibility. Clients notice your address. So do
insurance panels, government procurement offices, and the
counterparties in any high-stakes negotiation. A 1629 K Street NW
address in the DC Central Business District conveys stability and
legitimacy that a suburban address or P.O. box simply cannot.

* Client accessibility. Multiple Metro lines converge within walking
distance, making the location easy for clients arriving from
anywhere in the metro area. Farragut Square, one of DC's most
recognized landmarks, is right outside the door.



* Professional community. OSl's 15,000+ square feet on K Street
houses over 150 mental health professionals, attorneys,
government contractors, and entrepreneurs — a ready-made
professional network that spans practice areas and industries.

"I visited a few other places like Regus before | made my
decision to go with OSI and | am so happy with my choice.
Having the K Street address is priceless. The location is
convenient for all my clients, easy to find and metro
accessible."

— Kiki Strickland, OSI Client

45 Years of K Street Heritage

OSI Offices isn't just located on K Street — OSl is part of K Street's
history. When Jack Pearce opened Washington Office, Inc. in 1981, K
Street was still in the process of becoming the corridor it would come
to represent in the American imagination. He was there for the
transformation, operating from the same address as the neighborhood
evolved around him.

Today, OSI Offices operates under the leadership of CEO Joseph Pearce
and COO Mumbi Thande, continuing the legacy of a business center
that has served DC's professional community through every
administration, every economic cycle, and every shift in how people
work since the early days of the Reagan era. That's more than four
decades of institutional knowledge about what Washington
professionals actually need — and what they can't get anywhere else.

The space has evolved considerably — 15,000+ square feet across
two buildings at 1629 and 1627 K Street NW, a proprietary client



portal, Al-powered mail scanning, high-speed fiber internet, and
conference rooms configured for everything from depositions to board
meetings. But the address hasn't moved, and the commitment to
Washington's working professionals hasn't either.

OSI Offices holds the distinction of being Washington DC's oldest
continuously operated business center under single
ownership — a fact that, on K Street of all places, means something

real.

More Than a Mailing Address

For any business considering a presence in Washington DC, the
history and significance of K Street is more than interesting trivia —
it's context for a decision that will shape how your business is
perceived. The address you choose tells a story about who you are
and what you're here to do.

At OSI Offices, a genuine 1629 K Street NW address is accessible
starting at $30 per month with a virtual office plan — the same
address that has anchored Washington's professional community
since 1981. Whether you need a part-time therapy room, a full-time
private office, a conference room for depositions and client meetings,
or simply the credibility of a world-class Washington address, OSI has
served professionals like you from this corner of K Street for over 45
years.

K Street's history is long. OSI Offices' place in it is established. The
question is whether your business will be part of what comes next.
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See Where History Meets Your

Business

OSI Offices has called 1629 K Street NW home since 1981 — one
of Washington DC's most recognized professional addresses.
Explore our location, services, and find out how a K Street
address can work for you.

OSI Offices — 1629 K St NW, Suite 300, Washington DC 20006
(202) 600-7777 | manager@osioffices.com
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