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Washington, DC is home to one of the largest legal communities in the country. The D.C. Bar

counts over 120,000 members across all 50 states and more than 80 countries, and a significant

share of those attorneys practice as solo practitioners or within small firms right here in the District.

If you’re among them—or thinking about making the leap to solo practice—one of the most

consequential decisions you’ll face isn’t about case strategy or client development. It’s about where

you work.

The right office setup can elevate your credibility, streamline your practice, and reduce overhead. The

wrong one can drain your budget, limit your flexibility, and undermine the professional image you’ve

spent years building. This guide breaks down the office solutions available to solo attorneys in

Washington, DC, and helps you evaluate which approach best fits your practice.

The Solo Attorney Landscape Is Changing
The way attorneys use office space has shifted dramatically. A few years ago, major firms averaged

900 to 1,000 square feet per attorney. That number has shrunk to between 500 and 750 square feet

and continues to fall. Shorter lease commitments—typically three-year terms with annual

renewals—are replacing the decade-long agreements that once dominated the market. Virtual hearings

have become routine in DC courts for everything from guardianships to estate cases, meaning

attorneys spend less time commuting to courthouses and more time working remotely.

For solo practitioners, these trends create real opportunity. You no longer need to shoulder the burden

of a traditional commercial lease to present a credible, professional practice. But you do still need a

professional presence—particularly in a city where perception, proximity to power, and address

prestige carry genuine weight with clients.

What Solo Attorneys Actually Need From an Office
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Before evaluating your options, it helps to get clear on what matters most in your day-to-day practice.

Solo attorneys consistently identify several key requirements:

• A professional address that instills confidence in clients and opposing counsel

• Private space for confidential client meetings

• Access to conference rooms for depositions and mediations

• Reliable technology infrastructure for electronic filing and research

• Flexible terms that accommodate the unpredictable revenue cycle of a solo practice

• Administrative support to handle calls, mail, and visitors professionally

In Washington, DC, there’s an additional factor that can’t be ignored: your address signals who

you are. A K Street address communicates something entirely different from a suburban office park or

a PO Box. For litigation attorneys, international law practitioners, and anyone whose clients include

government agencies, corporations, or foreign entities, that distinction matters.

Your Office Options: A Realistic Comparison

Traditional Commercial Lease

A direct lease in DC’s Central Business District currently averages between $50 and $60 per square

foot annually for Class A space. For even a modest 200-square-foot office, that’s $10,000 to $12,000

per year in rent alone—before you add internet, furniture, insurance, utilities, cleaning, and the time

you’ll spend managing it all. Most commercial leases in DC also require multi-year commitments and

significant security deposits, which tie up capital that a solo practitioner can’t easily spare.

For established solo practices with consistent revenue, a traditional lease can make sense. But for

attorneys launching a new practice, transitioning from a larger firm, or maintaining a litigation-heavy

schedule that keeps them out of the office most days, the economics rarely work.

The Home Office

Working from home is the lowest-cost option, and for some practices—particularly those that are

primarily virtual—it’s perfectly viable. But it comes with real limitations for attorneys. Using a home

address compromises personal privacy and doesn’t project the professional image that clients expect.

Meeting clients at home can feel awkward for both parties, and there’s no separation between personal

and professional life. DC zoning regulations can also complicate the picture depending on your

neighborhood.
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Perhaps most importantly, if you’re trying to build a referral network and professional

relationships—which are the lifeblood of most solo practices—working from home creates isolation.

You miss the organic interactions that happen when you’re surrounded by other professionals.

Coworking Spaces

Generic coworking spaces offer shared desks and common areas, typically for $200 to $400 per month

for a dedicated desk in DC. While affordable and flexible, they’re designed for a broad audience—tech

freelancers, remote workers, startups—and generally lack the privacy, confidentiality infrastructure,

and professional atmosphere that legal work demands. An open-plan coworking space is not the place

to discuss a client’s pending criminal matter or review sensitive documents for a deposition.

Shared and Virtual Office Space: The Middle Ground

This is where the market has moved most decisively, and for good reason. Shared office providers that

cater to legal professionals offer the best of both worlds: a prestigious address, private offices,

conference rooms equipped for depositions and mediations, professional reception staff, and full

administrative support—all without the burden of a long-term lease.

The best providers allow month-to-month flexibility, charge no setup or termination fees, and let you

scale from a virtual office to a dedicated suite as your practice grows. For solo attorneys, this model

eliminates the tension between needing a professional presence and managing unpredictable cash

flow.

Why K Street Still Matters
K Street NW is synonymous with influence, advocacy, and legal power. It’s home to some of the most

prominent law firms in the world—Akin Gump, Clifford Chance, ArentFox Schiff, Foley & Lardner—all

operating within a few blocks of Farragut Square. When your practice carries a K Street address,

you’re placing yourself in that same corridor of credibility.

This isn’t just about optics. The location offers practical advantages: proximity to federal courthouses,

easy Metro access via Farragut North (Red Line) and Farragut West (Blue, Orange, and Silver Lines),

walkability to client meetings across downtown, and the density of legal professionals that creates

organic referral opportunities. For international law practitioners, being one block from the White House

and within walking distance of embassies and international organizations adds another layer of

strategic value.

What to Look for in a Legal Office Provider
Not all shared office providers understand the specific requirements of legal practice. When evaluating

your options, here’s what distinguishes a provider built for attorneys from a generic coworking space:
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Privacy and confidentiality. Private offices with solid walls and doors, not glass partitions. Secure

mail handling with confidentiality protocols. An environment designed with attorney-client privilege in

mind.

Conference facilities for legal proceedings. Well-appointed meeting rooms with modern AV

equipment suitable for depositions, mediations, and client presentations—not just casual meeting

spaces.

Professional reception. Trained staff who greet your clients by name, handle incoming calls with a

dedicated DC number, and manage deliveries with the discretion that legal work requires.

Technology infrastructure. High-speed internet, enterprise-grade printers and scanners capable of

handling large electronic discovery jobs, and voicemail-to-email transcription.

Registered agent services. The ability to receive service of process and legal documents at your

business address.

Flexible, transparent pricing. Month-to-month terms, no security deposits, no setup fees, and no

termination penalties. You should pay only for what you use.

A legal community. An environment where you’re surrounded by other attorneys, creating natural

opportunities for referrals, collaboration, and mentorship.

How OSI Offices Serves Solo Attorneys
OSI Offices was founded by C. Jack Pearce, a distinguished antitrust attorney with experience at the

U.S. Department of Justice and the White House Office of Consumer Affairs. That legal DNA runs

through everything we do. For 45 years, we’ve operated from our K Street location—one block from the

White House, directly on Farragut Square—providing office solutions specifically designed for legal

professionals.

We understand the nuances because we’ve lived them. When DC courts mandated electronic filing, we

installed scanners and copiers capable of handling the largest e-discovery jobs. We provide registered

agent services, lobby listings, curbside mail delivery, and AI-powered mail scanning that digitizes your

correspondence the moment it arrives. Our professional reception staff has decades of experience
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welcoming clients, handling sensitive deliveries, and managing calls for legal practices.

Starter Plan Comprehensive Plan Dedicated Office

Monthly Cost $99/month $165/month Custom

K Street Address ✓ ✓ ✓

Mail Service + Scanning ✓ ✓ ✓

DC Phone + Voicemail ✓ ✓ ✓

Office Hours Included 2 hours 16 hours 24/7 access

Registered Agent — ✓ ✓

Lobby Listing — ✓ ✓

Curbside Mail Delivery — ✓ ✓

Private Furnished Office — — ✓

Contract Term Month-to-month Month-to-month Month-to-month

Deposits / Setup Fees None None None

“OSI offers the best possible set-up for a lawyer such as myself who is a sole practitioner.

I have a litigation practice, so it is imperative that my mail and telephone logs be

meticulous, and that my clients and witnesses be accommodated at all times. I could not

be happier.

— John Davis, Solo Litigator, OSI Client

Building a Scalable Practice: From Virtual to Full-Time
One of the most powerful advantages of the shared office model is scalability. Many of our attorney

clients start with a virtual office—using our K Street address for their letterhead, bar registration, and

client correspondence while working primarily from home or in the field. As their caseload grows, they

add prepaid office hours for client meetings and depositions. Eventually, some graduate to dedicated

private offices.

This progression lets you grow your overhead in step with your revenue, rather than committing to fixed

costs before you have the income to support them. It’s the same model that has helped hundreds of

professionals across our 150+ tenant community build thriving practices—from criminal defense

attorneys and international law practitioners to civil rights advocates and litigation specialists who have
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called OSI home for decades.

The Bottom Line
The economics of solo practice in Washington, DC have never been more favorable for attorneys

willing to rethink the traditional office model. With DC office vacancy rates above 20% and the market

moving decisively toward flexible arrangements, the leverage is with tenants—especially small, nimble

practices that can take advantage of shared infrastructure rather than shouldering it alone.

The question isn’t whether you can afford a prestigious K Street presence. With plans starting at $99

per month, the question is whether you can afford not to have one. Your clients expect professionalism.

Opposing counsel will judge your practice by your address. And you deserve an office environment that

supports your work rather than distracting from it.

Ready to Elevate Your Solo Practice?
Schedule a tour of our K Street offices or request a free day pass to experience the

difference firsthand.

Call (202) 600-7777 | Email manager@osioffices.com

OSI Offices • 1629 K Street NW, Suite 300 • Washington, DC 20006

osioffices.com/office-space-for-lawyers


